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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 
EASTERN DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, : 


Plaintiff, 


Case No. 2:19-cv-1781 


v. 


TEN THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED 
FIFTY-FIVE AND 00/100 DOLLARS 
($10,355.00) IN UNITED STATES 
CURRENCY, 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR 

FORFEITURE IN REM 


Defendant 1, 

SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY-SEVEN AND 
00/100 DOLLARS ($757.00) IN UNITED 
STATES CURRENCY, 


Defendant 2, 

EIGHTEEN THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED 
FIFTY AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($18,650.00) 
IN UNITED STATES CURRENCY, 


Defendant 3, 

$50,624.75 FROM US BANK GOLD 
BUSINESS CHECKING ACCOUNT NO. 
XXXX1260, HELD IN THE NAME OF 
HASSAN NURISO DBA TOWFIG 
MARKET, LLC, 


Defendant 4, 


and 

$164,594.47 FROM FIRST MERCHANTS 
BANK BUSINESS CHECKING ACCOUNT 
NO. XXXX0003, HELD IN THE NAME OF 
TOWFIQ MARKET, LLC, 


Defendant 5. 
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Plaintiff, United States of America, by its undersigned counsel, alleges the following for 
its action against the defendants in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure. 


NATURE OF THE ACTION 


1. This is a civil action in rem brought to enforce 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(C), which 

provides for the forfeiture to the United States of: 

Any property, real or personal, which constitutes or is derived from proceeds 
traceable to a violation of section... 1029 ... of this title or any offense constituting 
“specified unlawful activity” (as defined in section 1956(c)(7) of this title), or a 
conspiracy to commit such offense; 

and/or 7 U.S.C. § 2024(e), which provides, in pertinent part: 

The Secretary may subject to forfeiture and denial of property rights any nonfood 
items, moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value that are 
furnished by any person in exchange for benefits, or anything of value obtained by 
use of an access device, in any manner contrary to [Chapter 51] or the regulations 
issued under this chapter. 

2. The tenn “specified unlawful activity” means, in relevant part, an offense under 18 
U.S.C. § 641 (theft of public money), an offense under 7 U.S.C. § 2024(c) (presentation for 
payment or redemption of benefits that have been illegally received, transferred, or used), as 
provided by 18 U.S.C. § 1956(c)(7)(D); and any act or activity constituting an offense under 18 
U.S.C. § 1029 (fraud in connection with access devices), as set forth in 18 U.S.C. § 1961(1)(B) 
and incorporated by 18 U.S.C. § 1956(c)(7)(A). 

THE DEFENDANTS IN REM 


3. Defendant 1 is Ten Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Five and 00/100 Dollars 
($10,355.00) in United States currency. On or about November 9, 2018, agents of the United 
States Department of Agriculture, Office of Inspector General (“USDA-OIG”) and the Federal 
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Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”) seized Defendant 1 from Towfiq Market located at 3655 Sullivant 
Avenue, Columbus, Ohio, pursuant to a federal search and seizure warrant (Case No. 2:18-mj- 
828). On or about November 14, 2018, the designated agent of the United States Marshals 
Service (“USMS”) deposited Defendant 1 into the Seized Asset Deposit Fund where it will remain 
during the pendency of this action. 

4. Defendant 2 is Seven Hundred Fifty-Seven and 00/100 Dollars ($757.00) in United 
States currency. On or about November 9, 2018, agents of the USDA-OIG and the FBI seized 
Defendant 2 from the residence located at 1772 Doe Run, Columbus, Ohio, pursuant to a federal 
search and seizure warrant (Case No. 2:18-mj-827). On or about November 14, 2018, the 
designated agent of the USMS deposited Defendant 2 into the Seized Asset Deposit Fund where 
it will remain during the pendency of this action. 

5. Defendant 3 is Eighteen Thousand Six Hundred Fifty and 00/100 Dollars 
($18,650.00) in United States currency. On or about November 9, 2018, agents of the USDA- 
OIG and the FBI seized Defendant 3 from the residence located at 3569 Quickwater Road, Grove 
City, Ohio, pursuant to a federal search and seizure warrant (Case No. 2:18-mj-830). On or about 
November 14, 2018, the designated agent of the USMS deposited Defendant 3 into the Seized 
Asset Deposit Fund where it will remain during the pendency of this action. 

6. Defendant 4 is $50,624.75 from US Bank Gold Business Checking Account 
Number xxxxl260, held in the name of Hassan Nuriso dba Towfig Market, LLC. On or about 
November 9, 2018, agents of the USDA-OIG and the FBI seized Defendant 4 pursuant to a federal 
seizure warrant (Case No. 2:18-mj-829). On or about December 14, 2018, the designated agent 
of the USMS deposited Defendant 4 into the Seized Asset Deposit Fund where it will remain 
during the pendency of this action. 
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7. Defendant 5 is $164,594.47 from First Merchants Rank Business Checking 
Account Number xxxx0003, held in the name of Towfiq Market, LLC. On or about November 
9, 2018, agents of the USDA-OIG and the FBI seized Defendant 5 pursuant to a federal seizure 
warrant (Case No. 2:18-mj-825). On or about December 14, 2018, the designated agent of the 
USMS deposited Defendant 5 into the Seized Asset Deposit Fund where it will remain during the 
pendency of this action. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

8. Plaintiff brings this action in rem in its own right to forfeit and condemn the 
defendants under 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(C) and/or 7 U.S.C. § 2024(e). This Court has 
jurisdiction over an action commenced by the United States under 28 U.S.C. § 1345 and over an 
action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(a). 

9. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendants under 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1355(b)(1)(A) because acts and omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in the Southern 
District of Ohio. 

10. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A) because acts 
and omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in the Southern District of Ohio and pursuant 
to 28 U.S.C. § 1395 because the defendants were found in the Southern District of Ohio. 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

11. The defendants are subject to forfeiture under 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(C) because 
they constitute or are derived from proceeds traceable to one or more violations of 18 U.S.C. 
§ 1029 and/or an offense constituting specified unlawful activity, said activity being violations of 
18 U.S.C. § 641, 7 U.S.C. § 2024(c), and/or a conspiracy to commit such offenses, in violation of 
18 U.S.C. § 371. 
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12. The defendants are subject to forfeiture under 7 U.S.C. § 2024(e) because they 
represent nonfood items, moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value that 
were furnished in exchange for SNAP benefits, or anything of value obtained by use of an access 
device in violation of 7 U.S.C. § 2024(c). 

13. To the extent that it is necessary to do so, the United States intends to rely on the 
provisions of 18 U.S.C. § 984 to establish that Defendants 4 and 5 are subject to forfeiture. 

FACTS 

14. In late 2010, the USDA-OIG began investigating Towfiq Market (also known as 
Towfig Market and/or Towfiq Market, LLC, hereinafter “Towfiq Market”), which is a business 
operating in the Southern District of Ohio, for violations of 18 U.S.C. § 641 (theft of public 
money), 18 U.S.C. § 1029 (fraud in connection with access device), and 7 U.S.C. § 2024(c) 
(presentation for payment of redemption of benefits that have been illegally received, transferred 
or used), related to the acceptance and reimbursement of “food stamps” at Towfiq Market. 

15. In or about December 2006, Towfiq Market opened as a grocery at 3655 Sullivant 
Avenue in Columbus, Ohio. Towfiq Market is owned and operated by brothers Abdurahim 
Nuriso and Hassan Nuriso. 

16. On or about February 26, 2007, Flassan Nuriso submitted a “Food Stamp Program 
Application for Stores” to the USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service (“USDA-FNS”) on behalf of 
Towfiq Market. The application listed Hassan Nuriso as the owner of the business. On or about 
March 12, 2007, the USDA-FNS authorized Towfiq Market to participate in the Food Stamp 
Program and assigned Food Stamp Authorization Number xxxx0730 to the market. 

17. As part of the application process for Towfiq Market, Hassan Nuriso certified, 
among other things, that: 
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a. He would follow, and ensure his employees followed, the SNAP 
regulations; 

b. He was aware that violations of the SNAP rules could result in fines, legal 
sanctions, withdrawal or disqualification from the SNAP; and 

c. He accepted responsibility on behalf of Towfiq Market for violations of the 
SNAP regulations, including, but not limited to: 

i. trading cash for SNAP benefits, 

ii. accepting SNAP benefits from people not authorized to use them, 

iii. accepting SNAP benefits as payments on credit accounts or loans, and 

iv. accepting SNAP benefits as payment for ineligible items. 

A. Food Stamp Program 

18. The Food Stamp Program is a federally funded program administered by the USDA 
and managed through the USDA-FNS in each state. See 7 C.F.R. § 271.3. Food stamp benefits 
are similar to United States currency in that benefit recipients can purchase authorized products 
from authorized retailers at the face value in exchange for the food stamp benefit payment. 

19. As of October 1, 2008, the official name of the federal Food Stamp Program 
changed to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (“SNAP”). The terms for the program 
and related benefits are used interchangeably and are commonly referred to as the “Food Stamp 
Program,” “food stamp benefits,” and “SNAP.” 

20. Pursuant to 7 C.F.R. § 278.2, retail stores may participate in the SNAP only with 
the authorization of USDA-FNS. Authorized participants in the SNAP may only accept and 
redeem food stamp benefits in connection with the sale of eligible food stamp items. By law, 
SNAP benefits cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash or used to obtain items such as alcoholic 
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beverages, tobacco products, charcoal, calling cards, aluminum pans, metal skewers, vitamins, 
medicines, pet foods, or cleaning products. See 7 C.F.R. § 271.2. SNAP benefits also cannot be 
exchanged or redeemed for credit to be used at the retail location at a different time. Id.; see also 
7 C.F.R. § 278.2(f). Additionally, SNAP benefits are for the personal consumption of the 
intended recipients and are not permitted to be used for commercial purposes. Federal law 
specifies that a purchase made using food stamp benefits must be tax exempt. 

21. In 1997, the SNAP in Franklin County, Ohio, transitioned to electronic benefit 
distribution. See 7 C.F.R. § 274.1(b)(1). Since the conversion, SNAP benefits are available to 
individual recipients via the “Ohio Direction Card.” Each authorized SNAP recipient is issued a 
unique Ohio Direction Electronic Benefits Transfer card (“EBT card”) that contains an account 
number and an encrypted Personal Identification Number. SNAP benefits are downloaded 
monthly to the individual’s EBT card. Only the SNAP recipient, whose name appears on the EBT 
card, or an authorized family member on record with the State of Ohio, may possess and/or use 
the EBT card. 

22. The SNAP’s electronic payment system is operated through a contract between the 
USDA-FNS and the State of Ohio. The State of Ohio maintains a primary service contract with 
Affiliated Computer Services (“ACS”) located in Dallas, Texas. When a SNAP recipient 
“swipes” an EBT card for a purchase at an authorized retailer, the recipient’s SNAP benefit 
“money” is electronically debited from the EBT card and credited to the authorized retailer’s 
account. 

23. In order to access the benefits on the EBT card to pay for authorized purchases, 
retailers utilize Point of Sale, or credit card terminals located in their retail location, to process the 
customer’s authorized SNAP purchases. As the designated contractor, ACS settles or reconciles 
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each authorized retailer’s EBT card charges at the end of the ACS business day. An Automated 
Clearing House file is transmitted to the ACS bank. This prompts the ACS ha nk to send the value 
of the redeemed SNAP benefits into the authorized retailer’s bank account(s), designated to receive 
SNAP reimbursement for the EBT card transactions. 

24. The EBT card is an “access device” within the meaning of 18 U.S.C. § 1029(e)(1), 
in that it is a card that can be used to obtain “goods, services, or any other thing of value,” and, in 
this case, eligible food items under the Food Stamp Act. 

B. The Investigation 

25. Based upon their investigation, USDA-OIG Special Agent Robert Springer and FBI 
Special Agent Jeffrey Rees have determined that Abdurahim Nuriso and/or Hassan Nuriso through 
Towfiq Market have committed fraud against the SNAP program by allowing customers to use 
their SNAP EBT cards to purchase prohibited items, trade benefits for cash, and/or pay down credit 
accounts at Towfiq Market. 

26. During the course of the investigation, investigators have worked with several 
cooperating witnesses (“CWs”), who have proven to be credible and reliable, to conduct a series 
of SNAP transactions at Towfiq Market. 

27. Using controlled USDA-OIG EBT cards, the CWs visited Towfiq Market and were 
allowed to make a variety of prohibited transactions, including the following transactions on or 
about the dates listed below. 

28. On November 18, 2010, CW-1 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase unauthorized items, including a bottle of shampoo and a $5.00 calling card. Abdurahim 
Nuriso was present during the transaction. 

29. On November 30, 2010, CW-1 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
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purchase unauthorized items, including a stainless steel scrubber and loaded $10.00 in long 
distance minutes to a controlled USDA-OIG cell phone through a computer terminal located inside 
the store. Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transaction. 

30. On December 20, 2010, CW-1 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase unauthorized items, including two packages of Motrin, three stainless steel scrubbers, a 
bottle of bleach, and a bottle of dish detergent. Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the 
transaction. 

31. On January 6, 2011, CW-1 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase unauthorized items, including paper plates, a toothbrush, a bottle of baby oil, and a bottle 
of baby shampoo. Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transaction. 

32. On January 24, 2011, CW-1 went to Towfiq Market and asked to exchange SNAP 
benefits for calling cards. Abdurahim Nuriso advised CW-1 that he could not sell CW-1 the 
calling cards in exchange for SNAP benefits because he thought the FBI was watching them. 

33. On February 3, 2011, CW-1 went to Towfiq Market and attempted to buy 
unauthorized items using his/her SNAP EBT card. Abdurahim Nuriso advised CW-1 that he 
could not do it because he was being watched. Instead, Abdurahim Nuriso wrote CW-l’s name 
in what appeared to be a ledger book and extended CW-1 in-store credit for the items CW-1 
bought. 

34. On February 16, 2011, CW-1 met with Abdurahim Nuriso at Towfiq Market and 
attempted to pay off his/her credit tab using his/her SNAP EBT card. Abdurahim Nuriso advised 
CW-1 that he could not do it because the government was watching all Somalis. 

35. On April 19, 2011, CW-1 went to Towfiq Market. While at the store, Abdurahim 
Nuriso confronted CW-1 about working with police and advised CW-1, “You come in here with 
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a camera, I am gonna kill you.” 

36. On February 28, 2011, investigators spoke with CW-2 who advised that he/she 
regularly saw customers selling SNAP benefits for United States currency at Towfiq Market. 

37. On March 11, 2011, investigators spoke with CW-2 again and learned that Towfiq 
Market recently had obtained a desktop computer that CW-2 believed was being used to store the 
names and amounts individuals were maintaining in credit for selling their SNAP benefits in 
Towfiq Market. CW-2 advised that Abdurahim Nuriso and Hassan Nuriso were no longer using 
notebooks to record the individuals who were using SNAP benefits in the store. 

38. On April 30, 2014, CW-2 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase unauthorized items, including six prepared meat cakes. Abdurahim Nuriso was present 
during the transaction. 

39. On May 8, 2014, investigators spoke with CW-2, who advised that Abdurahim 
Nuriso and other employees at Towfiq Market, were paying customers to allow the market to use 
their SNAP benefits to purchase formula and milk at other stores for the stock at Towfiq Market. 
CW-2 further advised that if customers came into Towfiq Market with such items and the 
corresponding receipts, Abdurahim Nuriso would pay them in United States currency for the 
purchases. 

40. On May 14, 2014, CW-2 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
conduct two unauthorized transactions. In the first transaction, CW-2 purchased unauthorized 
items, including four prepared meat pies. In the second transaction, CW-2 purchased 
unauthorized items, including hair oil, Tide laundry detergent, and three bars of Irish Spring soap. 
Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transactions. 

41. On May 23, 2014, CW-2 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
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purchase unauthorized items, including three bars of soap, one jar of hair treatment/conditioner, 
and one bottle of liquid laundry detergent. CW-2 received $30.00 in United States currency and 
paid his/her in-store credit. Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transaction. 

42. On June 18, 2014, CW-2 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase unauthorized items, including prepared food items, and to pay off his/her in-store credit. 
After “paying off’ the credit in the store, CW-2 noticed that Abdurahim Nuriso appeared to type 
on a computer located under the store counter. 

43. On September 2, 2014, CW-2 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits for 
an unauthorized purpose. Specifically, CW-2 received $20.00 in United States currency and 
placed $130.00 of his/her SNAP benefits on his/her credit account for use later in Towfiq Market. 
Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transaction. CW-2 advised that Abdurahim Nuriso 
charged CW-2 an additional $20.00 against the actual value of his/her SNAP benefits as a fee for 
the United States currency and credit. 

44. On September 30, 2014, CW-2 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits for 
an unauthorized purpose. Specifically, CW-2 received $100.00 in United States currency and 
placed a $300.00 credit on his/her credit account at Towfiq Market. The $ 100.00 in United States 
currency was deducted from the credit account that he/she previously had established using his/her 
SNAP benefits. Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transaction. 

45. On November 20, 2015, CW-2 went to Towfiq Market and used his/her credit 
account to purchase laundry detergent, a package of soap, and assorted food items. CW-2 
established and maintained a credit account at Towfiq Market based on the SNAP benefits that 
he/she previously had exchanged for credit at Towfiq Market. Following the transaction, 
Abdurahim Nuriso provided CW-2 with a balance of the credit account using a computer inside 
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the store. 

46. On September 19, 2014, CW-3 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits for 
an unauthorized purpose. Specifically, CW-3 exchanged $234.98 in SNAP benefits for United 
States currency. As part of the deal, CW-3 left a controlled SNAP EBT card with Abdurahim 
Nuriso. Abdurahim Nuriso advised CW-3 that he would have a woman come in and use the card, 
and then he would pay CW-3 later. 

47. On September 20, 2014, CW-3 returned to Towfiq Market and obtained $120.00 in 
United States currency and his/her controlled SNAP EBT card back from Abdurahim Nuriso. A 
review of the SNAP EBT card by investigators revealed that it was used at a Kroger grocery store 
located at 3600 Soldana Boulevard in Columbus, Ohio. The related transaction totaled $271.74 
and consisted of $234.98 from CW-3’s controlled SNAP EBT card and the balance from another 
person’s SNAP EBT card. 

48. On June 1, 2018, CW-4 met with Abdurahim Nuriso at Towfiq Market, presented 
his/her SNAP benefits card, and received $30.00 in credit at Towfiq Market. 

49. CW-4 returned to Towfiq Market on June 5, 2018, and used his/her SNAP benefits 
to pay for the $30.00 credit extended on June 1, 2018. Abdurahim Nuriso was present during this 
unauthorized transaction. 

50. On June 21, 2018, CW-4 returned to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase a box of beauty cream, an unauthorized item. Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the 
transaction. 

51. On July 2,2018, CW-4 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to purchase 
a music humidifier, an unauthorized item. Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transaction. 

52. On July 11, 2018, CW-4 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
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purchase unauthorized items, including a teapot and a coffee pot and received $43.69 in credit. 
Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transaction. 

53. On July 19, 2018, CW-4 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase unauthorized items, including a tea set, an electric incense burner, and Dove body wash, 
and for a payment on the $43.69 in credit extended on July 11, 2018. Abdurahim Nuriso was 
present during the transaction and knew the amount owed by CW-4. 

54. On July 26, 2018, CW-4 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase a tea set, an unauthorized item. Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transaction. 

55. On August 1, 2018, CW-4 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase charcoal used for a hookah pipe, an unauthorized item. Abdurahim Nuriso was present 
during the transaction. 

56. On August 15, 2018, CW-4 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase unauthorized items, including shampoo, household cleaner, a car charger, and received 
$20.00 in United States currency. Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transaction. 

57. On August 27, 2018, CW-4 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase unauthorized items, including shampoo, hookah fuel, a tea set, and scouring pads. 
Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transaction. CW-4 also asked for $20.00 in United 
States currency, but Abdurahim Nuriso advised that since it was the end of the month, he did not 
have any money. 

58. On September 10, 2018, CW-4 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase unauthorized items, including dish soap, hookah fuel, henna oil, and a USB charger. 
Abdurahim Nuriso was present during the transaction. CW-4 again asked for United States 
currency. Abdurahim Nuriso advised CW-4 that he would give him/her money the next time 
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he/she was in the store. 

59. On September 17, 2018, CW-4 went to Towfiq Market and used SNAP benefits to 
purchase unauthorized items, including dish soap, body wash, and a purse. Abdurahim Nuriso 
was present during the transaction. CW-4 also received $20.00 in United States currency. 

60. During the Food Stamp Program Application process, Towfiq Market characterized 
itself as a medium-sized grocery. Investigators know that Towfiq Market’s customer base is 
primarily of African descent. During the course of the investigation, agents reviewed SNAP 
transactions at Towfiq Market and compared them to SNAP transactions processed at five 
similarly situated, medium-sized groceries. 

61. Based upon this evaluation, investigators determined that from October 2010 to 
September 2018, similarly situated stores processed an average of $30,002.05 in SNAP benefits 
per month. During that same period, Towfiq Market processed a total of $78,251.85 in SNAP 
benefits per month. Therefore, investigators determined that, on average, 61.66% of Towfiq 
Market’s reimbursements were fraudulent. 

62. From October 2010 to September 2018, Towfiq Market processed a total of 
$7,512,177.99 in SNAP benefits. Investigators determined that since approximately October 
2010, Towfiq Market fraudulently has received in excess of $4,632,008.95 in redeemed SNAP 
benefits. 

63. Since at least 2013, Towfiq Market has received SNAP reimbursements in Cooper 
State Bank Account No. xxxx0003. On or about April 17, 2015, Cooper State Bank transitioned 
to a new name, First Merchants Bank. Towfiq Market’s account number stayed the same. From 
at least January 1, 2018, through at least September 30, 2018, Towfiq Market’s SNAP benefits 
were deposited into this account. Specifically, since at least January 1, 2018, at least $461,090.48 
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in SNAP reimbursements were deposited into First Merchants Ra nk Account No. xxxx0003. 
Investigators have determined that as of September 2018, at least $323,585.18 of the SNAP 
reimbursements deposited into First Merchants Rank Account No. xxxx0003 were illegally 
acquired and redeemed SNAP benefits. 

64. On or about March 15, 2017, Hassan Nuriso, dba Towfig Market, LLC, opened 
another account for Towfiq Market, that is, US Rank Gold Rusiness Checking Account No. 
xxxxl260. In or about April 2017, this account also began receiving reimbursements from SNAP. 
Since at least February 1, 2018, at least $248,239.03 in SNAP reimbursements were deposited into 
US Ra nk Account No. xxxxl260. Investigators have determined that as of September 2018, at 
least $176,687.76 of the SNAP reimbursements deposited into US Rank Gold Rusiness Checking 
Account No. xxxxl260 were illegally acquired and redeemed SNAP benefits. 

C. The Defendants 

65. On or about November 7, 2018, United States Magistrate Judge Kimberly A. Jolson 
authorized federal search and seizure warrants for several locations, including: 

a. Towfiq Market located at 3655 Sullivant Avenue, Columbus, Ohio (2:18- 
mj-828); 

b. The residence of Abdurahim Nuriso located at 1772 Doe Run, Columbus, 
Ohio (2:18-mj-827); 

c. The residence of Hassan Nuriso located at 3569 Quickwater Road, Grove 
City, Ohio (2:18-mj-830); 

d. The contents of US Rank Gold Rusiness Checking Account No. xxxxl260, 
up to the amount of $176,687.76 (2:18-mj-829); and 

e. The contents of First Merchants Rank Rusiness Checking Account No. 
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xxxx0003, up to the amount of $323,585.18 (2:18-mj-825). 

66. On or about November 9,2018, agents with the USDA-OIG and FBI executed these 
search and seizure warrants. During the execution of the warrants, investigators located and 
seized, among other things: 

a. A total of $ 10,355.00 in United States currency from Towfiq Market located 
at 3655 Sullivant Avenue, Columbus, Ohio, (Defendant 1); 

b. A total of $757.00 in United States currency from the residence located at 
1772 Doe Run, Columbus, Ohio (Defendant 2); 

c. A total of $18,650.00 in United States currency from the residence located 
at 3569 Quickwater Road, Grove City, Ohio (Defendant 3); 

d. A total of $50,624.75 from US Bank Gold Business Checking Account No. 
xxxxl260 (Defendant 4); and 

e. A total of $164,594.47 from First Merchants Bank Business Checking 
Account No. xxxx0003 (Defendant 5). 

67. Based upon the foregoing facts, the United States asserts that the defendants are 
subject to forfeiture to the United States under 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(C) because they constitute 
or are derived from proceeds traceable to one or more violations of 18 U.S.C. § 1029 and/or an 
offense constituting specified unlawful activity, said activity being violations of 18 U.S.C. § 641, 
7 U.S.C. § 2024(c), and/or a conspiracy to commit such offenses, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 371; 
and the defendants are subject to forfeiture under 7 U.S.C. § 2024(e) because they represent 
nonfood items, moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value that were 
furnished in exchange for SNAP benefits, or anything of value obtained by use of an access device 
in violation of 7 U.S.C. § 2024(c). 
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CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff respectfully requests that: 

(a) pursuant to Rule G(3)(b)(i), Supplemental Rules, the Clerk issue a warrant of arrest 
in rem, directing the United States to arrest and seize the defendants and to retain the same in its 
custody subject to further order of the Court; 

(b) the Court, pursuant to Rule G(4), Supplemental Rules, direct the United States to 
give notice to all persons and entities having an interest in the defendants to assert, in conformity 
with the law, a statement of any interest they may have, including notice by publication on the 
official government website, www.forfeiture.gov, for 30 consecutive days; 

(c) the forfeiture of the defendants to the United States be confirmed, enforced, and 
ordered by the Court; 

(d) the Court thereafter order the United States to dispose of the defendants as provided 
by law; and 

(e) the Court award the United States all other relief to which it is entitled, including 
the costs of this action. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BENJAMIN C. GLASSMAN 
United States Attorney 

s/Deborah D. Grimes_ 

DEBORAH D. GRIMES (0078698) 

Assistant United States Attorney 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

221 East Fourth Street, Suite 400 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

(513) 684-3711 / Fax (513) 684-6385 

Deborah. Grimes@usdoj .gov 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Robert J. Springer, Jr., hereby verify and declare under the penalty of perjury that I am a 
Special Agent with the United States Department of Agriculture, Office of Inspector General, and 
that I have read the foregoing Verified Complaint for Forfeiture In Rem and know the contents 
thereof, and that the matters contained in the complaint are true to my own knowledge, except 
those matters stated to be alleged on information and belief and as to those matters, I believe them 
to be true. 

The sources of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my belief are the official 
files and records of the United States, information supplied to me by other law enforcement 
officers, and my investigation of this case. 

I hereby verify and declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and 

correct. 




United States Department of Agriculture 
Office of Inspector General 
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